
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Powerful Parent Can Support Literacy In Many Ways… 

LET KIDS PICK OUT THEIR OWN BOOKS 

 
Book choice is a strong motivator for readers young and 
old. Let kids pick out books at the library or bookstore. 

It’s almost a sure thing they’ll want to read them.  

LET KIDS SEE YOU READ 
 

Read the newspaper over morning coffee, take a magazine 
from the rack in the doctor’s office while you wait, or have a 
book on your nightstand. Your kids will catch on to the fact 
that reading is something you like to do in your spare time.  

MAKE READING TOGETHER FUN AND 
MEMORABLE 

 

Parents can convey important positive impressions 
about reading by making reading an experience their 

children will remember and cherish. It is not always what 
you read to your child that counts; it’s how. Make a story 

come alive by changing your voice and pace, or using 
sound effects and motions.  

 

CHANGE WHAT AND HOW YOU READ 
 

Reading can happen anywhere. Read different types of 
books to expose your child to different types of writing. Let 

your children read comics or video game magazines or a 
recipe from a cookbook. Play Kid Karaoke by downloading 
songs and lyrics for a family karaoke night. Seeing the words 
and singing them at the same time is a fun way to develop 

vocabulary and practice being a future rock star! 

 
 

READING USING TECHNOLOGY IS FUN 
TOO 

 

Technology has improved the reading experience for 
children by making it more interactive. Websites like 

“Epic for Educators” or “Bookflix” are free and 
engaging ways to get your child to read. You can use a 

computer or tablet and reward your child with 20 
minutes of reading online.  

 

SET GOALS AND REWARD READING 
 

 

Reward reading with more reading, we’ve always said. Stop 
by a bookstore or shop online for your child’s favorite 

series. One reward may be letting your child stay up an extra 
ten minutes because they read for 30 minutes that night.  

Research shows that parent involvement in their children’s learning affects the child’s 

performance at school in both primary and secondary schools and it leads to higher academic 

achievement. Involvement with reading activities at home has significant positive influences 

not only on reading achievement, language comprehension, and expressive language skills, but 

also on student interest in reading, attitude towards reading, and attentiveness in the 

classroom.  

 



Parents can send a message that reading is important! 

Even if you are not a reader yourself, your participation 

in literacy activities at home can have an impact 

on your child’s academic achievement.  

Tell stories about your life or 

when you were young. 
 

 

Involve your child in everyday 

writing tasks like shopping lists or 

thank you notes. 

Talk about the print that is in 

your environment. For example, 

read and talk about road signs 

or brand names on food 

containers. 

When you are doing household 

projects, describe what you are 

doing. Use interesting words! 

Check out books of 

photography or art and talk 

about the pictures. 

Ask your child about his/her day. 

Engage in conversation that 

extends simple sentences. 

 

Your child learns from what you do. Make sure 

the message you are sending about reading tells 

your child that knowledge and literacy are 

valuable, achievable, and powerful! 
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